
 
 

October 6, 2024 The Twentieth Sunday  

10:00 AM after Pentecost 

 
 

 

Holy Eucharist  

Confirmation and Reception 

Bishop Lucinda Ashby Visitation 

 

 

 

 

St. Stephen’s in-the-Field 
Episcopal Church 

  

7269 Santa Teresa Boulevard 

San Jose, CA 95139 

(408) 629-1836 

www.ssitf.org 
  

We the people of Saint Stephen’s in-the-Field  

seek to know Christ, to share Christ, and to serve Christ, 

recognizing his presence in all people, 

and reaching out in love to each other and to the world around us 
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WORD OF GOD  

 

Opening Hymn: H397 – Now thank we all our God 

 
   

 

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Collect for Purity  

All 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Gloria 
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Collect of the Day  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, 

and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of 

your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving 

us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits 

and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 

First Reading                                                 Genesis 2:18-24 

The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him 

a helper as his partner.” So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal 

of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he 

would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its 

name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every 

animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. So 

the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took 

one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God 

had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then 

the man said, 

“This at last is bone of my bones 

and flesh of my flesh; 

this one shall be called Woman, 

for out of Man this one was taken.” 

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they 

become one flesh. 

The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm:                                                                                    Psalm 8 

1 O LORD our Governor, * 

how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children * 

your majesty is praised above the heavens. 

3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * 

to quell the enemy and the avenger. 

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * 

the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? * 

the son of man that you should seek him out? 

6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; * 

you adorn him with glory and honor; 

7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; * 

you put all things under his feet: 

8 All sheep and oxen, * 

even the wild beasts of the field, 

9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * 

and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 

10 O LORD our Governor, * 

how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 

but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all 

things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s 

glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his 

powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the 

name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
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Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to 

angels. But someone has testified somewhere, 

“What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

or mortals, that you care for them? 

You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 

you have crowned them with glory and honor, 

subjecting all things under their feet.” 

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it 

is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for 

a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor 

because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death 

for everyone. 

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing 

many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 

Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 

saying, 

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Please stand 

Gospel Gradual: H448 – O love, how deep, how broad, how high 
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Gospel Reading Mark 10:2-16 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

All: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They 

said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 

But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this 

commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male 

and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined 

to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one 

flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, 

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and 

if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and 

the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and 

said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such 

as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not 

receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them 

up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

All:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sermon  The Rt. Rev. Lucinda Ashby 

 
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
 

The Candidates will now be presented. 

Presenters: I present Colin Leaf and Eloise Stedman for Confirmation. 

Bishop: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?  

Candidates: I do 

Bishop: Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

Candidates: I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.  

Bishop: Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support 

Colin and Eloise in their new life in Christ? 

People: We will.  

Bishop Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and  

  renew our own baptismal covenant. 

 
The Baptismal Covenant 
 
 

Bishop:  Do you believe in God the Father?  

People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   creator of heaven and Earth.  

Bishop: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

      born of the Virgin Mary.  

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

      was crucified, died, and was buried. 

   He descended to the dead.   

   On the third day he rose again. 

   He ascended into heaven,  

     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
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Bishop:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic Church,  

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. 

Bishop:  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers?  

People:  I will, with God's help.  

Bishop:  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 

repent and return to the Lord?  

People:  I will, with God's help.  

Bishop:  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 

Christ?  

People:  I will, with God's help.  

Bishop:  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself?  

People:  I will, with God's help.  

Bishop:  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being?  

People:  I will, with God's help.  

 
Prayers for the Candidates 

Bishop:  Let us now pray for Colin and Eloise who have renewed their 

commitment to Christ.  

A person appointed leads the following petitions: 

Leader: Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  

People:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader: Open their hearts to your grace and truth.  

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader: Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader: Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  

People: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader: Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader: Send them into the world in witness to your love.  

People: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Leader: Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.  

People: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bishop: Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of 

your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to 

yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound 

us to your service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you 

made with them at their Baptism.  Send the forth in the power of that 

Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ 

you Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
For Confirmation  

The Bishop lays hands upon each and says 

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant Colin with your Holy Spirit; empower him for 

your service; and sustain him all the days of his life. Amen. 

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant Eloise with your Holy Spirit; empower her for 

your service; and sustain her all the days of her life. Amen. 

Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your 

servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the 

knowledge and obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and 

dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

Leader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in 

your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the 

world. 

 In the diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for clergy spouses, and their 

families, in thanksgiving for their love and support. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

People:  Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of 

justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the 

common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

People:  Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may 

use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and 

glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

People:  Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we 

may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.    

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

People:  Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give 

them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your 

salvation.   

Silence 

(You are invited to offer your own petitions either silently or aloud.) 

Lord, in your mercy 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
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Leader: We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them 

may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in 

your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

(You are invited to offer your own petitions either silently or aloud.) 

Lord, in your mercy 

People:  Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant: God and Father of all, hear our prayers for all in need and fill your 

hungry people with bread from heaven, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Exchange peace. 

 

 

Offertory:  H480 – When Jesus left his Father’s throne 
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Doxology (Old 100th):   

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Celebrant   

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy 

Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your 

glory in all the world.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels 

and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn 

to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 

we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 

Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 

one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 

your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 

also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 

of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 

and for ever. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever.   Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Communion Hymn 1:  H657 – Love divine, all loves excelling 
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Communion Hymn 2:  Taize – Bless the Lord my soul 

 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Please stand 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.      

Celebrant and People     

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
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and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

Birthday and Anniversary Blessings 
 

 Birthday Blessing:  Watch over your birthday children, O Lord; as their days 

increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be.  Strengthen them when 

they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they 

fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all 

the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 Anniversary Blessing:  O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of 

marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his 

church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that they may 

so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom 

and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

The Blessing 
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Mission Song: H376 – Joyful, joyful, we adore thee 

 

 The Dismissal 

Deacon:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Mark your calendar 

 Wednesday Book Group, every Wednesday morning at St. John’s, 11am 

 Saturday, October 19th – St. Stephen’s Oktoberfest, 5pm 

 

 

 
 

Vestry Members 

Janet Thorsrud & Susan Zaballos, Senior Wardens   

Rob van der Molen, Junior Warden  Anthony Francis   

Andy Lief, Treasurer/Finance  Maggie Stedman, Clerk 

 

 


