September 20, 2026 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 AM Proper 20

St. Stephen’s in-the-Field
Episcopal Church

7269 Santa Teresa Boulevard
San Jose, CA 95139
(408) 629-1836
www.ssitf.org

We the people of Saint Stephen’s in-the-Field
seek to know Christ, to share Christ, and to serve Christ,
recognizing his presence in all people,
and reaching out in love to each other and to the world around us.
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Processional Hymn:

The Liturgy of the Word

Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendor

Henry Scott Holland (1847-1918)

H #596

KOMM, O KOMM, DU GEIST DES LEBENS
fr. Neu-vermehrtes und zu Ubung Christl.
Gottseligkeit eingerichtetes Meiningisches Gesangbuch, 1693
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Opening Acclamation

Celebrant:
People:

| 1 | P

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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Collect for Purity

All

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Collect of the Day
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly;
and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold
fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
First Reading Exodus 16:2-15

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in
the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of
the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of
bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly
with hunger.”

Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and
each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way | will
test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when
they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other
days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall
know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the
morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your
complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you complain against us?”
And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your
fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining that you
utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against
the LORD.”
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Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites,
‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.”” And as Aaron
spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the
wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. The LORD spoke to
Moses and said, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At
twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread;
then you shall know that | am the LORD your God.””

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there
was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the
surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the
ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?”” For
they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that

the LORD has given you to eat.”

The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45

1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.

3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.

4 Search for the LORD and his strength; *
continually seek his face.

5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.

37 He led out his people with silver and gold; *
in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.

38 Egypt was glad of their going, *
because they were afraid of them.

39 He spread out a cloud for a covering *
and a fire to give light in the night season.

40 They asked, and quails appeared, *
and he satisfied them with bread from heaven.

41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, *
so the river ran in the dry places.
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42 For God remembered his holy word *
and Abraham his servant.

43 So he led forth his people with gladness, *
his chosen with shouts of joy.

44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, *
and they took the fruit of others' toll,

45 That they might keep his statutes *
and observe his laws.
Hallelujah!

Second Reading Philippians 1:21-30
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If | am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which | prefer. | am hard pressed between
the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to
remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since | am convinced of this, | know
that | will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so
that | may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to you
again.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether |
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the
gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence
of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has
graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of
suffering for him as well-- since you are having the same struggle that you saw |
had and now hear that I still have.

The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Gospel Gradual:
Forgiveness is a Given with the Lord

Songs for the Cycle, p. 48 TOULON
Michael Hudson (2004) fr. Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551
) . | | ! ‘ | | | |
A —— : P e e
F 7 Z i ‘ o 7 r P —— 7 %
v g | | © ] |
1. For - give-ness is a gi-ven with the ILord, no mat - ter how much
2. We see in Je - sus that a soul on fire can  strive a-gainst in -

ddd J Jy, o

~ [ | [ I [
e ——— g s===r
— 2 8 1 F====
D) r r o \ | \ | | \ \ \
in-jur -y is  stored; it does - n't mat - ter where the pro-cess
jus- tice, yet as - pire to burn with mer - cy for the ver -y
) 4 44 JJ=
T 1T O [
> 11 f] 11 1
L | | - | | | | | T 1 | | | | |
“ [ | |' ! \ ! \ ! \
7 ) ‘ ‘ | | .
Ao i i — i E i — i I i |
H—eo = — 7 . ‘ — ' i
()
S -
starts, God's mer-cy aims to set - tle in our hearts.
ones who  strive to see that jus - tice is not done.
=S S S N R R I S S SN
)" | =Y - I L A I | 5 1 |
75 o — — o - I P — I i
N 2 | 1 i i I ‘f) i |f' - I r | i | 1 |
i _
Gospel Reading Matthew 20:1-16

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

All: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the
usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went.
When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And
about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, ‘Because no one
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has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” When evening
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those
hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now
when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against
the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with
me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to
this last the same as | give to you. Am I not allowed to do what | choose with what
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be
first, and the first will be last.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Canon Katherine B. Doar

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
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in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People (Form I11)

Lector:  Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;

People:  That we all may be one.

Lector:  Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
People:  That your Name may be glorified by all people.

Lector:  We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

People:  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

Lector:  For Christian formation for children and youth: Sunday school teachers
and directors, youth leaders, children and family ministers.

People:  That your presence may accompany them always.

Lector:  We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;

People:  That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Lector:  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

People:  That our works may find favor in your sight.

Lector:  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
People:  That they may be delivered from their distress.

Lector:  Give to the departed eternal rest;

People:  Let light perpetual shine upon them.

Lector:  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

People:  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Lector:  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
The People may add their own petitions:

Page 10 of 19



Presider  Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession and Absolution

celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

People:  Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen

celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

Exchange peace.

Offertory Sentence
All things come from you, O God, and of your own have we given you.
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Offertory Hymn:

Go Down, Moses
Lift Every Voice and Sing #228

Traditional spiritual
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Doxology (Old 100™):

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Eucharist: Prayer B

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the
source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of

your Name:
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The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

And we offer this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. Stephen
and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of
the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with

thanksgiving.
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Communion Hymn:

O Bless the Lord, My Soul
James Montgomery (1771-1854) H#411 ST. THOMAS
para. Psalm 103:1-5 Aaron Williams (1731-1776)
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Post Communion Prayer

Please stand
Celebrant:  Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Announcements
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Birthday and Anniversary Blessings

Birthday Blessing: Watch over your birthday children, O Lord; as their days
increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when
they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they
fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all
the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Anniversary Blessing: O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of
marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his
church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that they may
so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom
and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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Mission Song:

We Sing the Praise of Hildegard

Edith Sinelair Downine (¢) 1995 Voices Found #7 KINGSFOLD
ith Sinclair Downing (c) St. Hildegard's feast day is September 17 English Folk melody
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The Dismissal

Celebrant:
People:

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Page 18 of 19



Mark Your Calendar

Wednesday Book Group at St. John’s, 10:00 am

Sunday, September 271" — Morning Prayer, 10:00 am

Sunday, October 4" — Holy Eucharist, 10:00 am, Fr. Ken Presiding
Sunday, October 11th — Morning Prayer, 10:00 am

Sunday, October 18" — Holy Eucharist, 10:00 am, Rev. Peggy Presiding

Vestry Members

Janet Thorsrud, Senior Warden ¢ Anthony Francis * Andy Lief, Treasurer/Finance
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